The class fostered
that would often continue into our lunch
period... for the first time, my peers and I were

faced with Important issues

Student at St. Thomas Aquinas High School, Dover, New Hampshire



message from thel

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

In the spring of 1981, I took Facing History and Ourselves in the 8th
grade in Arlington, MA. Simply put it was one of the most profound
and high impact experiences of my life.

I now live in Germany, and over the past several years have spent a
significant amount of time working in South Africa and Kuwait amongst
other places. The lessons I started to learn so many years ago have surfaced
again and again. The importance of the course has become amplified
in the past year or so.

Facing History and Ourselves is the only 8th grade course that I still
have notes from, the only 8th grade course I discussed and debated as
a university student with classmates, and the only 8th grade course that
I have discussed with Kuwaiti, Lebanese, and Egyptian colleagues (perhaps
wishing that they had had the same in their formative years).

So, the other day I “googled” Facing History and Ourselves and found
your organization.

Thank you and continue your essential work.

Attached to this letter was a generous contribution to Facing History
and Ourselves. No evaluation of our work captures the power of Facing
History and Ourselves and its importance to the students we serve
more vividly than this letter and other testimonials like it.

This Facing History alumna reveals that education is not a product
but a lifelong process. To embark on that journey, children need
the knowledge and skills to participate meaningfully in a world
fraught with both danger and opportunity. For nearly 30 years,
Facing History has provided those tools because of people like
you, people who believe that the kind of education we provide for
children—our own and others—matters greatly.

A study of 20th century history testifies to just how well Adolf Hitler
understood the power of education. It is why he treated his racist
and antisemitic ideology as dogma. It is why he turned textbooks into
propaganda tracts and classrooms into pep rallies. How do we keep
children today from marching blindly in someone else’s parade?
How do we keep education from becoming indoctrination? How do
we encourage students to walk even briefly in someone else’s shoes?
We must provide them with an education that is informed by history
in all of its complexity and tested in conversations that expand their
knowledge, challenge their thinking, and stretch their imagination.

A prospective teacher who attended a recent Facing History institute
at Columbia University illustrates the importance of the kind of
education that engages both heart and head. In reflecting on her

own responses and those of other participants to the story of actress
Anna May Wong as told in Bill Moyers’s new documentary series,
Becoming American: The Chinese Experience, she writes:

It surprised me to hear comments of understanding and grief from
others in the breakout group. At first, I could not accept that they

understood. How could they? They are not Asian. This may have been
the point where everything I believe came crashing down.

I could not comprehend how others of a different race could understand
where I was coming from. They did not know my culture or my past.
Yet, they know what pain felt like. They have all been discriminated
against at one point or another. I began to ask how I could have been
so naive. How could I judge someone, yet ask them not to judge me?
...I began to see myself in others.

In our increasingly interconnected world, the ability to see oneself
in another’s story is essential. There is no learning more necessary,
more vital to our future. That kind of learning is at the heart of
Facing History’s mission. We are committed to helping adults and
children acquire the tools they need to live in a world that is linked
in small ways and large to people who do not share their history,
culture, or beliefs. It is a mission that raises powerful questions about
the consequences of our actions and our beliefs, of how we as
individuals make distinctions between right and wrong, good and
evil. It is a mission that respects differences and values human life.

Your decision to make Facing History your philanthropy makes a
positive difference in the world, student by student, classroom by
classroom. As a former Facing History student wrote:

If one by one, hundreds of children learn the evils of hatred in history,
then learn to face and change that history in their own world through
art, language, and service and begin to build communities of educated,
committed citizens, who is to say that Facing History cannot be the catalyst
for an end to prejudice, violence, and injustice?

With your support we can turn that dream into a reality. With your
support, we can ensure that the next generation of students will
receive an education that inspires the whole of their spiritual,
moral, and intellectual resources. If we fail this new generation,
we do so at our peril.

g

Margot Stern Strom



On behalf of the Facing History Board of Directors and Trustees,
it is my pleasure to present the 2002-2003 Annual Report. It is
the story of an extraordinary year and an extraordinary organization.

Facing History delivered its program through an unprecedented
41 institutes in the U.S. and around the world. Our increasingly
comprehensive and effective website averaged 64,000 visitors a
month from 64 countries. The extensive program report on page
5 details the many accomplishments of Facing History in bringing
what one teacher called “an effective and powerful lesson in history,
morality, and social policy... a curriculum for the 21st century” to
educators world-wide.

Excellent resources for educators are a hallmark of the organization's
work. I recently had the privilege of reviewing Facing History’s
new and outstanding resource book Crimes Against Humanity and
Civilization: The Genocide of the Armenians. Michael Berenbaum,
former director of the U.S. Holocaust Museum, commented, “Once
again Facing History and Ourselves combines authoritative scholarship
with brilliant pedagogy in a book that informs as it challenges.”
The continued ability of Facing History to create timely, relevant,
and web-accessible materials allows teachers and students to be well
informed as they explore complex ethical questions with insight
and sensitivity.

This was a tumultuous year economically, adversely affecting many
non-profits. I am proud that Facing History and its dedicated staff
held their own. The year ended successfully thanks to the efforts and
support of so many of you, particularly the Board and Development
Committee. The organization not only successfully raised more money
than it spent, but it surpassed last year’s development revenue.

The difficult fundraising environment that we have faced these
past several years may continue for the foreseeable future. Between
the volatile stock market, challenging economic conditions, higher
unemployment, and now, higher interest rates, it is certainly possible
that people will continue to feel a pinch and that charitable giving
in general will be down. At the same time, Facing History hopes and
deserves to grow. Our challenge is to identify all means of support
to ensure that Facing History meets its FYo4 organizational budget
of $10,430,000.

As the need for Facing History’s programs and services continues
to grow—even during the present economic slowdown—your
participation in our work takes on significantly increased importance.
Thank you for your continued support and leadership. I look
forward to seeing many of you at Facing History programs during
the year.

Seth A. Klarman



program report

Where can a teacher in Prague find resources to teach about
the fragility of democracy? To whom can educators in Chicago
turn when students need help in understanding the consequences
of bullying? How can young people in classrooms around the
world exchange ideas and experiences about the moral choices

they confront in their own lives?

Last year, Facing History and Ourselves helped the over 18,000
teachers in its network in the United States and abroad find
answers to such questions. Facing History is an international
organization that offers educators and their students a unique
approach to education—one that links history to the moral
questions in the world today. Learning begins with an exploration
of the relationship between the individual and society: How is
identity formed? How are we linked to others in our community,
our nation, and the world? What does it mean to be a citizen

in a democracy in the world today?

Students then examine a history that raises compelling questions
about perpetrators, victims, and bystanders; the challenges of
keeping democracy alive; and considerations of right and wrong,
guilt and responsibility. It is the history of the events that led
to the Holocaust. As students examine the choices Germans and
others made in the early 1900s, they come to realize that even
seemingly unimportant choices have consequences. History is
not inevitable; the choices we make as individuals and as members
of groups can and do make a difference. Throughout, students
make connections between history and their own choices in an

increasingly interconnected world.

Students next consider the legacies of this history. They also
contemplate issues related to prevention: What can we do as
individuals and as members of groups to build strong civil societies
in the world today? How can we make a positive difference in

our community, our nation, and the world?

Educators are introduced to Facing History’s unique approaches
to history and citizenship education at workshops, institutes,
and, increasingly, through distance learning experiences on the
Internet. For most, completing an introductory experience marks
the beginning of a relationship with Facing History. Educators
turn to Facing History for support in the hard work of crafting
lessons, securing speakers, videos, and other resources to bring
those lessons to life, and ideas for linking history to the lives
of their students. Long recognized as a model program by the
U.S. Department of Education based on evaluation results, Facing
History has a well-deserved reputation for improving the quality
of curriculum and instruction, reinvigorating teachers, and
engaging students of diverse backgrounds in an examination

of racism, prejudice, and antisemitism.

Serving educators

During the 2002-2003 school year, 3,000 educators attended
one or more of the 117 professional development workshops
Facing History offered and more than 1200 came to one of the
organization's 41 weeklong institutes. These included five innovative
institutes that combined a traditional face-to-face educational
experience with distance learning. During the summer of 2003,

more than 140 participants attended these “hybrid” institutes

FACE AND CHANGE THAT HISTORY
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in Kentucky, Colorado, Florida, and New Jersey. Supported by a
generous grant from the Picower Foundation, Facing History
also developed its first facilitated, online introductory course
for educators. The course will be piloted in the 2003-2004

academic year.

Last year Facing History maximized its efforts by using the
Internet both to expand its outreach and to enhance services to
those already a part of its network of educators. Facing History’s
public website at www.facinghistory.org attracted approximately
15,000 unique visitors a month over the past year. Those visitors
explored topics such as contemporary antisemitism and the
Armenian Genocide; took interactive tours that highlighted
Facing History’s unique scope and sequence; and viewed video
clips of students, teachers, Holocaust survivors, scholars,
newsmakers, and others speaking about social justice and civic
participation. Those visitors also downloaded nearly 29,000
guides developed by Facing History to documentaries, memoirs,
and other resources. The average visitor returned four times or

more each month.

Over the past three years, Facing History has offered several
online discussion forums, each designed to encourage students,
teachers, and others to explore issues and share views on topics
related to tolerance, social justice, and civic participation.
Building on the success of past discussions, Facing History
hosted two forums last year. One focused on Anna Deavere Smith's
exploration of the 1992 riots in Los Angeles, Twilight Los Angeles,

and the other on justice in the aftermath of collective violence.

Facing History also provided online professional development
through a password-protected online Campus, a comprehensive,

personalized resource center. The Campus deepens, extends, and

reinforces Facing History’s outreach to educators by providing
lesson plans, unit outlines, teaching strategies, and online dialogue
among colleagues. The Campus is enhanced on an ongoing basis

with new resource materials.

Research and development

Research and development is central to keeping Facing History’s
programs and methodologies timely and relevant. Last year
the organization created a variety of materials that deepen and
expand themes central to its content and methodology, including
two online modules—collections of primary and secondary

sources with suggested activities and discussion questions.

“The Weimar Republic: The Fragility of Democracy” enriches an
exploration of the events that gave rise to the Nazis. The module
documents political, cultural, economic, religious, and social
trends in Germany between 1919 and 1933—the years immediately
after World War I and before Adolf Hitler came to power. The
Weimar Republic serves as a significant case study of critical
issues that individuals and societies face in the 21st century.
Teachers can use the interactive resource to design and save a
customized “path,” or version of the site, tailored to the needs
of their students.

A Facing History teacher, with the help of recent graduates of a
Facing History program at Boston Latin School, created a module
with similar capabilities. “Memory, History and Memorials”
helps teachers and their students investigate how events like
the Holocaust are remembered, preserved, and memorialized.
It builds on Facing History’s extensive work on the often

controversial role of monuments and memorials in a society.

ORDERLY AND COHERENT,




In 2002 Facing History published Race and Membership in

American History: The Eugenics Movement. The book, which
examines the eugenics movement—a 2oth-century effort to rid
society of “inferior traits,” grew out of Facing History’s ongoing
exploration of the roots of racism and antisemitism. It explores
not only the impact of eugenics on scientific and popular
thinking about race and ethnicity but also its legacies for today.
In 2002-2003, Facing History held a number of institutes and
workshops to help teachers incorporate the new book into
existing courses. At the same time, lesson plans and teaching
strategies to incorporate the book into U.S. history, literature,

science, and Facing History courses were posted on the Campus.

In 2003 Facing History completed a forthcoming resource book,
Crimes Against Humanity and Civilization: The Genocide of the
Armenians. It builds on Facing History’s research into genocide
and its legacies. In the 2003-2004 school year, the staff will
offer programs and resources to integrate the book into Facing

History classrooms.

Facing History also created several study guides to accompany
books and films related to the mission of the organization. The
study guide for The Children of Willesden Lane by Mona Golabek
offers strategies for teaching the story of Lisa Jura, a talented
pianist who was one of 10,000 Jewish children sent to safety
in England in 1938. Many of these children were the only
members of their families to survive the Holocaust. Funding
from the Milken Family Foundation made possible the guide
and a CD that features the music important to Jura during her

years in London.

Facing History and Ourselves provided educational outreach
for Becoming American: The Chinese Experience, a three-part

documentary created by producer Bill Moyers and Public Affairs

Television. The series explores the challenges faced by Chinese
Americans from the early 1800s to the present and raises
questions about identity, belonging, and democracy. Facing
History developed two guides, one for classroom use and the
other for use by community groups. Both focus on questions
that link the history of Chinese immigration to broader themes
central not only to U.S. history but also to the work of Facing
History: Who may live among us? Who may become an
American? What does it mean to be an American? Facing
History’s regional offices provided workshops that introduced
educators to the series and offered suggestions for using all or

part of the series in a variety of classroom settings.

Other partnerships led to the development of study guides and
educational outreach for films including the Emmy Award-
winning The Murder of Emmett Till, which offers the first
comprehensive look at the horrific crime that helped ignite the
Civil Rights Movement—the lynching of 14-year-old Emmett
Till in Money, Mississippi in August 1955; Tivo Towns of Jasper,
a study of the responses in Jasper, Texas to the brutal murder
of James Byrd, Jr. by three white supremacists in 1998; Regret
to Inform, an Academy Award-nominated documentary that
interweaves the stories of widows from both sides of the Vietham
War; and the PBS series Matters of Race, which examines issues

of identity and membership in the United States today.

Facing History has always maintained important relationships
with organizations and scholars from across the globe. They
have helped us enrich our content, improve our approaches to
learning, and expand our outreach. A generous five-year grant
from The Goldman Sachs Foundation has allowed Facing History
to deepen many of those relationships and form new ones.




The creation of the Facing History/Goldman Sachs International

Fellowship program has allowed Facing History to work
intensively with scholars around the world. Of the first four
fellows, two are from South Africa and one each from Colombia
and the Czech Republic. The aim of these associations is to adapt
Facing History for classroom use in these countries, offer
professional development for educators, and link these educators
to the broader Facing History network to enhance the teaching

of citizenship in an increasingly interconnected world.

The Goldman Sachs Foundation also supported Seeking Justice In
the Aftermath of Genocide, an online forum that explored the ways
individuals, communities, nations, and international organizations
respond to genocide and other forms of collective violence. Nearly
600 people registered for the forum and several hundred attended
as “observers.” Among them were a broad range of teachers,
students, activists, and survivors of mass violence from across the
United States and 17 other nations. An American college student
said of the experience, “I feel that some of my questions have been
answered, but better yet, my questions have become deeper
questions, ones that seem without an answer but... are causing
me to stretch as a thinker and more as a citizen of the world,

struggling to make sense of these issues.”

Participants benefited from the insights of international scholars,
including Judge Richard Goldstone, prosecutor for the International
Criminal Tribunals for the former Yugoslavia and Rwanda and
Justice for South Africa’s Constitutional Court; Martha Minow,
Harvard University law professor and member of the Kosovo
Commission; Pumla Gobodo-Madikizela, psychologist and
former member of the South African Truth and Reconciliation
Commission; and Samantha Power, Pulitzer Prize-winning author
and former executive director of the Carr Center for Human

Rights Policy at Harvard University.

Pumla Gobodo-Madikizela and Samantha Power also spoke at
regional Facing History community events, as did former U.S.
Assistant Secretary of State Stuart Eizenstat. Gobodo-Madikizela
discussed A Human Being Died That Night: A South African Story
of Forgiveness, a firsthand account of her interviews with one of
the most brutal covert police operators in South Africa during
the apartheid era. Power spoke about A Problem from Hell: America
and the Age of Genocide, her examination of the failures of U.S.
policy during the Armenian Genocide, the Holocaust, and more
recently, the genocides in Rwanda and Bosnia. Eizenstat explored
the politics and controversies behind the successful movement
to secure reparations for victims of the Nazis, an effort that is
documented in Imperfect Justice: Looted Assets, Slave Labor, and
the Unfinished Business of World War I1.

Through the Rev. Robert W. Bullock International Fellowship,
Facing History fostered the professional development of its staff
and Board members. The 2002-2003 Fellow, Paul Bookbinder,
professor of German history at the University of Massachusetts-
Boston, conducted an eight-part seminar that explored the echoes
and legacies of the history of the Holocaust for teaching in the
215t century. Guest speakers included not only survivors of the
Rwandan genocide but also such scholars as Lawrence Langer,
professor emeritus of literature at Simmons College; Ervin Staub,
professor of psychology at University of Massachusetts-Ambherst;
and Alan Ryan, former director, Office of Special Investigations,
U.S. Department of Justice. The topics ranged from “Creating
Mass Support for Mass Murder” to “The Role of Art and Literature
in Studying and Understanding the Holocaust,” and “Religion
as a Stimulus to Hatred, Empathy, Persecution, and Rescue.”

Last year, the Nathan Cummings Foundation supported a year
of study and research into the ways religion, culture, and human

rights intersect and the tensions those intersections may cause.



The culmination of that year is an online forum, Engaging the
Future: Religion, Human Rights and Conflict Resolution, in October
2003. The moderator for the forum and the principal consultant
to the project is Marc Gopin, James H. Laue Professor of World
Religions, Diplomacy and Conflict Resolution, and director of the
Center on World Religions, Diplomacy and Conflict Resolution

at George Mason University.

In regions and beyond

In Facing History’s regions, its North America Project, and beyond,
the program staff has offered professional development and
support activities to a broad range of educators who want to help
their students make the essential connection between history and
the moral choices in their own lives. Those activities included the
professional development required by federal grants to improve
the teaching of U.S. history at the high school level. Several of the
other initiatives and innovations that had lasting effects on the

communities we serve are highlighted in this section of the report.

In New York, a city that is at the vanguard of the burgeoning
movement to create new, small, theme-based high schools with
a low ratio of students to teachers, Facing History has been
deeply involved in the work of the New Century High Schools
Consortium. This initiative of the Carnegie Corporation of New
York, the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, and the Open Society
Institute is creating more than 6o new, small public high schools
in New York City. Many long-time friends of Facing History—
teachers, administrators, and community activists—have been
instrumental in designing these schools. Fourteen schools opened

in 2002. Facing History has helped many of them develop

school-wide approaches to integrating Facing History themes,

pedagogy, and resources into their curriculum.

More than 48,000 children and adults from communities
throughout Southern California experienced Choosing to Participate,
Facing History’s multimedia exhibition aimed at encouraging
visitors to think deeply about not only the kinds of choices citizens
make in a democracy but also the power of those choices.
Displayed in partnership with the Los Angeles Public Library at
the Richard J. Riordan Central Library, Choosing to Participate
engaged school groups, community organizations, and other
guests in an exploration of the choices we make as individuals
and members of various groups. Choosing to Participate, which
has been shown in several cities, is sponsored nationally by Vivendi
Universal and in Los Angeles by the S. Mark Taper Foundation.
Facing History’s Los Angeles office also developed two companion
exhibitions. L.A. Stories: The Power of One highlights 28 individuals
who are making a positive difference in Los Angeles. Young Artists
Speak Out features artwork created by 30 middle and high school
students on themes ranging from social justice to moral dilemmas.
The exhibition received extensive press coverage in the Los Angeles
Times, the local affiliate of National Public Radio, and other

media outlets.

The Cleveland regional office fostered relationships among
students at diverse schools as a way of widening perspectives and
building mutual respect. Teachers Chris Gonet of Magnificat
High School—a suburban, all-girls Catholic school— and Tina
Peterson of Euclid (OH) High School—an urban public school—

created lessons that allowed their classes to share questions

I AM MORE CONSIDERATE OF OTHERS...
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and ideas that grew out of their Facing History courses. Students
from the two schools even made a joint trip to the U.S. Holocaust
Memorial Museum in Washington, DC. Facing History classes
at Cleveland’s Collinwood High School and Pardes, a small Jewish
high school in Beachwood, exchanged several visits to one another’s
school. Their final meeting was held at the Facing History office
in Cleveland, where students met with eight “witnesses to history,”
including witnesses to the Holocaust, survivors of U.S. internment
camps for Japanese Americans during World War II, and

participants in the Civil Rights Movement.

With support from the Plough Foundation, the Mempbhis staff
is developing a new civic engagement project that will enhance
leadership skills by creating new student groups at Ridgeway and
Whitehaven high schools similar to one that has been meeting for
several years at White Station High School. The groups, which
have been partially supported by a grant from the Lichterman
Loewenberg Foundation, help students develop critical thinking
skills, engage in civic participation, and promote discussion
of issues and ideas central to a Facing History course. The
culminating event was an institute for selected leaders from
the more than 150 students who participated in these groups.
Attendees explored a variety of topics centered on the theme,
“Finding One’s Voice.” They, along with their colleagues at their
respective schools, have also made plans for a citywide symposium
on human rights in the spring of 2004. The civic engagement
project also includes a new one-semester Facing History course for
local high schools. After receiving approval for the elective from
the Tennessee Department of Education, the course is currently
being offered for credit at Ridgeway and Whitehaven high schools.

In addition to supporting the work of local teachers, Facing
History’s Chicago regional office worked closely with schools of
education to create new models of professional development
for prospective teachers. Elmhurst College’s school of education
offered prospective teachers its first Facing History course.
Northwestern University’s school of education encouraged its
students to intern at Facing History. Last year’s interns spent
much of their time visiting Facing History teachers and gaining
an understanding of the challenges they face in the classroom.
When they begin the classroom observation phase of their teacher
training, they will be matched with experienced Facing History

teachers who will serve as mentors.

The New England regional office worked in partnership with
the Reebok Human Rights Foundation to bring recipients of the
2003 Reebok Human Rights Award into local classrooms to
discuss human rights and activism. At Brookline High School,
where many courses are infused with Facing History themes,
students met Christian Mukosa, an attorney who has exposed
human rights violations in the Democratic Republic of Congo.
He and other award recipients spoke at a student assembly
entitled “Get Involved: Young Citizens in Action!” At Dorchester
High School, Pedro Anaya, the continuing education director
for the National Conference for Community and Justice in San
Diego, spoke to students about the plight of migrant farm workers

and human rights abuses against Latinos of Mexican origin.

With the support of the New York Times Company Foundation,
Facing History in New England also brought together students

from a diverse group of high schools to discuss the readings on

DON’T ACCEPT SIMPLE
ANSWERS TO COMPLEX PROBLEMS.




the legacies of September 11, 2001, published on Facing History’s

website. Over a period of four weeks, the students discussed not
only the impact of the terrorist attacks but also the role of religion
in shaping their identity and their understanding of others, the role

of civil liberties when security is threatened, and other related topics.

In the San Francisco Bay Area, Facing History disseminated lesson
plans and classroom resources that help students discuss
the tragedy of September 11, 2001 and its legacies. Facing
History hosted a one-day student symposium that expanded on
these lessons by bringing together students from five schools
representing a cross-section of the Bay Area. With generous
support from the Walter and Elise Haas Fund, the symposium,
entitled “The Legacies of 9/11: Membership in Society, Now and
in the Future,” was attended by more than 130 students from San
Francisco, Berkeley, Pleasanton, and Union City. Discussion
topics included identity, religion, the power of labels, patriotism,
the role of schools during times of crisis, and the role of dissent

in a democracy.

The Jewish Education Program is designed to bring Facing
History’s content and methodology to Jewish schools in the United
States. Last year 6o Jewish schools in New England, Los Angeles,
Chicago, Memphis, Philadelphia, Cleveland, Columbus, San
Francisco, Atlanta, and New York City taught Facing History and
Ourselves: The Jews of Poland, a resource book designed for use
in religious schools. An additional 150 schools incorporated

aspects of the program in religious and secular courses.

Facing History’s North America Project makes it possible for
teachers in the U.S. and Canada who do not have access to a

Facing History regional office to attend workshops and institutes.

Currently, there are teachers in every state and in Canada who
are part of the Facing History network. Last year seminars were
held for educators in Florida, Kentucky, New Jersey, South Carolina,
Colorado, and Pennsylvania. The staff uses distance-learning
techniques and online discussion groups to provide participants
with follow-up services and opportunities to deepen and reinforce

concepts and skills.

Facing History continued to offer professional development
opportunities in Europe, hosting workshops in the Czech Republic,
the United Kingdom, and its first-ever German-language session
in the former East Germany. Facing History staff from the
national office traveled to South Africa to conduct a three-day
workshop for the curriculum and professional development staft
of the district education offices in the Western Cape. They also

trained docents at the Cape Town Holocaust Centre.

For 27 years, Facing History and Ourselves has been developing
innovative ways of serving an ever-expanding global network
of educators—educators who now reach an audience of an
estimated 1.5 million students. Over the years, thousands of
teachers have benefited from our workshops and institutes, and
relied on our resource books, study guides, and other materials
to help develop students’ critical thinking and moral reflection
about their world and their roles within it. As the 2003-2004
school year begins, the Facing History staff is poised to use new
vehicles to enhance and extend its relationships with teachers

around the world in the ongoing effort to achieve this goal.
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